
cians. The statement, which is based upon the
testimony of well-known experts and all avail-
able statistics, shows that at least 50% of those
who go to the Southwest every year for their
health are so far advanced in their disease that
they cannot hope for a cure in any climate, under
any circumstances. More than this, at least 60%
of these advanced cases are so poor that they have
not sufficient means to provide for the proper
necessaries of life, which means that 4,315 con-
sumptives are either starved to death or forced
to accept charitable relief every year.
It is not an uncommon thing, the National

Association declares, for whole families, who can
hardly eke out a living in the East, to migrate to
the West in the hope of saving the life of some
member of the family. In most instances, the
abject poverty of such cases forces them to beg,
or to live on a very low level. Often consump-
tives who cannot afford the proper traveling ac-
commodations are found dead on the trains before
reaching their destination. The resources of
almost every charitable organization in the South-
west are drained every year to care for cases
which would be self-supporting in their Eastern
homes.
It costs, on an average, at least fifty dollars per

month for the support of a consumptive in theSouthwest, including some medical attention.
The National Association strongly urges no one to
go to this section who has not sufficient funds to
care for himself at least one year, in addition to
what his family might require of him during thistime. It is also urged that no persons who are
far advanced with tuberculosis go to so distant a
climate.
Consumption can be cured or arrested in anysection of the United States, and the percentageof cures in the East and the West is nearly the

same. Any physician, therefore, who sends a
person to the Southwest without sufficient funds,
or in an advanced or dying stage of the disease,is guilty of cruelty to his patient. Renewed
efforts are being made to stop this practice, and to
encourage the building of small local hospitals in
every city and town of the country. Attempts
are also being made in southern California and in
Texas to exclude indigent consumptives or tosend them back to the East.

Correspondence.
QUACKERY IN THE TIME OF QUEEN ANNE.

Boston, Aug. 28, 1909.
Mr. Editor: That the realm of medicine has alwayspossessed both quacks and secretly prepared medicinesfor the cure of every ill is well known. That both thequacks and nostrums were thoroughly advertised is like-wise well known.
In the famous Spectator, published in London, and whichin good Queen Anne's time was edited by Addison andSteele, the latter making it a daily, there are to be found

a number of advertisements of nostrums, which, for gullingthe public, were in no manner inferior to those decoratingthe pages of the daily and weekly papers of the presentenlightened age.

Thus may be found in a copy of the Spectator of the
epoch referred to that there is " the most excellent Chymi-
cal Balsam, which infallibly cures the Gout or any rheu-
matick Pains, though the most exquisite and sharp that
were ever felt. This most noble Balsam has long been
made use of in private Families, who having found the
Benefit think it a Crime it should not be published, thatall who are afflicted may partake of so great Good. It
cures all green Wounds and running Sores. Sold only at
The Widow Gardner's Tobacconist in Little Britain, and
Mr. Lawrence's Toyshop at the Corner of Bucklers-Bury,
at 2s. 6d. the Pot with Directions."

Very truly yours,
Charles G. Cumston, M.D.

PLEA FOR A MEMORIAL TO DR. TURNER.
Hartford, Conn., Sept. 3, 1909.

Mr. Editor: The late Dr. J. Edward Turner, a physician
very widely known to the older members of the medical
profession as the founder and projector of the first inebriate
asylum in the world, built at Binghamton, N. Y., died
in indigent circumstances, and was buried atWilton, Conn.
No stone or monument marks his burial place up tothe present time. The Society for the Study of Alcohol

and Other Narcotics, recognizing this, have appointed acommittee to solicit subscriptions for the purpose oferecting a monument over his grave costing about $600
or $700.
Dr. Turner was the first man in the world to point out

the practical possibilities from the medical study andtreatment of inebriates in an institution, and to indicate
that the great alcoholic problem must be solved by ascientific study of the inebriate and the nature and influ-' ence of alcohol.
His views were denied and severely ridiculed, and he

was persecuted as a crank and impractical idealist, butthis only increased his ardor and energy to sacrificehis estate and time in the demonstration of the prac-tical character of the first institution and the first effort to
treat the inebriate medically.
In this he was a medical pioneer and veritable martyr,

a century ahead of his day and generation, and his writingsand books indicate a knowledge of the subject which even
now is just beginning to dawn on the minds of the mostadvanced students.
The time has come when American physicians shouldrecognize in a slight degree, if nothing more than with a

monument, his marvelous work and studies, and it shouldbe the duty of every one interested in this field of studyto take part and assist in commemorating and showing tofuture generations that we are not oblivious of the real
significance of his work.Dr. L. D. Mason, of 171 Jeralemon Street, Brooklyn,N. Y., has been appointed treasurer of the Turner MemorialFund, and earnestly solicits contributions of any amountfor this purpose, and will acknowledge the same.Subscribers to the fund will receive a copy of Dr.Turner's " History of the First Inebriate Asylum in theWorld," a volume of five hundred pages published a shorttime before his death, and containing an account of thestruggles and beginnings of the first institution at Bing-hamton.
It is proposed that when the contributions are sufficient,

a formal dedicatory service will take place at Wilton,Conn., at which historic addresses will be delivered of Dr.Turner and his work. Now that the alcoholic problemis coming into prominence, and is so intimately associatedwith the great hygienic problems of the day, it should bea privilege as well as a duty to aid in this effort to showthe work of one of the great leaders in the ranks of Ameri-
can medicine, whose life and fortune was concentrated inbringing to the front the medical study of the drink anddrug neurotic, and pointing out a broader phase of thealcoholic problem.
Correspondence is solicited either to Dr. L. D. Mason,171 Jeralemon Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., or to the sub-scriber, who is chairman of the committee.

Truly yours,
T. D. Crothers, M.D.
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